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Is Hainan China's most ambitious experiment in free trade & economic openness?

As global trade faces rising tariffs and growing protectionism,China is moving in the opposite direction by

opening one of its doors wider. That door is Hainan,a tropical island now being positioned as China's most

ambitious experiment in free trade and economic openness.

 Is Hainan a testbed for trade openness?

Hainan is now a distinct customs zone from the rest of mainland China. The tropical island province is being

positioned as a testbed for policy and trade opennessamid mounting external headwinds,say analysts. Hainan

launched its special customs operations for the free trade port on Dec 18,2025. (Photo: Sanya Tourism Board)

 Is Hainan a key opening door to the world?

Chinese government on 1st June released master plan for the Hainan Free Trade Port, aiming at transforming

the southern island province into a flagship of China's Opening-up and a key opening door to the world. The

master plan will benchmark Hainan with some of the world's high-level free trade ports, for examples, Hong

Kong, Singapore and Dubai.

 Is the Hainan free trade port a good idea?

Yet analysts said the Hainan Free Trade Port is less about cheaper imports than about testing deeper

institutional opening, from freer flows of people, goods, capital and data to simpler trade procedures and lower

operating costs.

ICEENG CABINET serves customers in 18+ countries across Africa, providing outdoor communication

cabinets, power equipment enclosures, and battery energy storage cabinets for telecommunications, ...

The Ministry of Commerce will make more efforts to support Hainan in aligning with high-standard

international economic and trade rules, enhancing institutional openness, and fostering new growth ...

As global trade faces rising tariffs and growing protectionism, China is moving in the opposite direction by

opening one of its doors wider. That door is Hainan, a tropical island now being ...

The construction of a free trade port in Hainan can strengthen economic, trade and investment ties with BRI

partner countries, especially ASEAN countries, enhance the level of opening up to the outside ...

The article reflects the author''s opinion and not necessarily the views of CGTN. As Hainan Free Trade Port
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(FTP) enters the countdown to its closed-off operation, China''s largest pilot free ...

The master plan will benchmark Hainan with some of the world''s high-level free trade ports, for examples,

Hong Kong, Singapore and Dubai.

"Hainan Free Trade Port is not designed to cushion all types of external shocks," Wu Haili, an associate

professor of practice in economics at Xi''an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, told CNA....

III. Prospects of Development of Free Trade Zones and Ports A time will come to ride the wind and cleave the

waves; I''ll set my cloud-like sail to cross the sea which raves.
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